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Exposirion of ReveLaTion xxu, 11. 


[€@NncLUDED ] 

He that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; and he which 
is filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is right- 
cous, let him be righteous still; and he that ws 
holy, let him be holy still.” 


OUR exposition of the passage in question must 
ye brief; or we should exceed our limits. Conse- 
quently, we can only allude to the connexion and 
eontext, &c. Christ is a Prephet, Priest, and 
King. Asa Prophet, he spoke by the mouth of all 
his holy prophets. As a Priest, he offered up him- 
self for his people, the world, and ever liveth to 
make intercession for them. AsaKing, he reigns 
in glorious authority in his Gospel Kingdom, and 
will continue to reign and rule, until all are subdued 
‘not destroyed) unto him. Christ by his pro- 
phets predicted all things relative to, and which 
should happen previous to his coming in the flesh 
Christ in the character of a Priest defined the law, 
preached the gospel, and offered the sacrifice. And 
bis own declaration, that ‘the law and the pro- 
phets were until John,’ prove that the prophecies 
had their accomplishment in his advent. Posterier 
to Christ, therefore, there was no prediction ; for 
all the things written in the prophets, had their 
spiritual accomplishment in Christ; and naturally, 
in the agein which he came. Isaiah Ixv. 17 to 25. 
is a prophecy of the new creation (regeneration) of 
all things in Christ. Rev. xxi. may be considered 
isa parallel passage, ia which the subject obscure- 
'y, and prophetically described by the prophet, is 
more fully explained and delineated by John. 
lhe New Jerusalem described as coming down 
‘rom heaven, we consider as the gospel kingdom, 
spoken of by Christ, previous to his erucifixion— 
cod alluded to by Paul, who says, ‘ Jerusalem 
which is from above, is the mother of us all.’ The 
first heaven, (Jewish church) and the first earth, 
(Jewish nation and dominion, &c.) were passed 
away! See Ephes. ii. 10. to the close. The Gen- 
tiles, in contradistinction to the Jews, and believers, 
emphatically, compose the earth, and enter the 
New Jerusalem Gospel church state; and the new 
heaven, is the kingdom which Christ spoke of in 
parables, and is Christ’s mediatorial kingdom. 
Those who believe enter into rest, or the kingdom 
ef heaven ;orthe New Jerusalem. The Old Jeru- 
salem was distinguished by its temple. Of the 
New Jerusalem, John says, ‘I saw no temple 
hereia; for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it." Types, and ceremo- 
vies, were once a medium between God and gan, 
in the temple at the Old Jerusalem. Now, God 
the Father, and the Lamb, the Mediator, is there, 
aod the believer receives in substance a faith, which 
was only shadowed forth in the Old Jerusalem. 
The gates of the temple of the Old Jerusalem 
were shut against all but the Jews, whose priest 
entered * alone once every year, not without blood; 
but the Lamb, ‘ by his own blood he entered in 
ence into the holy place, having obtained eternal 
redemption for us.’ Of the New Jerusalem, John 
ays. * And the gates of it shall net be shut at all 
hy day; for there shall be no night there” Conse- 
quently, if there is no night they will not be shut at 
all. It may be proper to observe, that ‘the kings 
of the earth who bring their glory and honour into 
it” are diseiples, or believers in Christ, who give 
all the glory to God. See i. 6,‘ And hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Father’ John 
likewise declares, in xsi. 27.‘ And there shall in no 
wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but they 
which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.’ 
This is the kingdom of heaven, which, said Christ, 
is preached unto ycu. And there never did, nor 
never will enter into it, any man who defileth the 
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gospel, by saying it is conditional—or worketh, 





identify, to know him. The language of the pro- 


abomination, and emphatically, too, by expecting | phet, praying to God for the light of his counte 
his abominations will secure him an entrance—or | nance, may be considered as illustrative of this, 


maketh a lie, by declaring, that God is not the Sa- |’ 


viour of all men. 


The chapter containing the passage under con- | 


sideration, commences thus—' And he showed 
me a pure river of water of life, (not death) clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God, 
and of the Lamb.’ Reader, recollect the declara- | 
tion of God— My people have committed two, 
evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living | 
water, and have hewn out to themselves, cisterns, | 
broken cisterns, which can hold no water” All the 
Arminians from the creation of the world, to this 
day, have been employed in fruitless attempts to 
hew out to themselves a cistern which would hold 
water, (salvation) and have never been able to pro- 
duce any thing buta broken (leaky) cistern, which 
would hold no water! And Calvinists, who have 
declared that God has cast off for ever those who 
have forsaken him, have made a lie,(which has se- 
cluded them from the city) for God has declared, 
‘I hate putting away—How can I give thee up?’ | 
This water of salvation comes f-om the throne of 
God and the Lamb, not from the broken cistern 
which man hews out! ‘ Inthe midst of the street of | 
it, and eneither side of the river, the tree of life.’ 
In this new Jerusalem, is the river of salvation, (not } 
a little brook) this river is in the midst of the street, | 
(every one inthe city knows where the river is—he 

knows this without asking—he does not say, he has | 
a good hope that he knows’— nay, more, it is proof, 
that he who cannot find the river, knows nothing 
about the city!) and on both sides of the river is the 
tree of life. Here is no death! All mankind | 
died in consequence of eating of the forbidden | 














} 


tree---here is the tree of life---and John says, | 
‘Which bare twelve fruits, (not twelve manner of | 
| 


fruits. There is one kind of fruit superior to all 
others, and this tree bears it---namely---truth!) and | 
yielded her fruitevery month.” We think the | 
twelve apostles are prefigured here. And so long as | 
this tree bears monthly, there will be no danger of 
a want of promulgators of the truth. ‘ And the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the na- 
tions.’ We think there is a great propriety in con- 
sidering this tree Christ. 
justified, in so doing ; when it is considered, that its 
very leaves possessed medicinal powers sufficient 
to heal nations! The fountain from which this river 
of salvation issued, overflowed when Christ came in 
the flesh, and saved a guilty world! It may be con- 
sidered, figuratively, as running between two dis- 
pensations, the law and gospel ; and Christ, the tree, 
being on either side of it. and the river of salvation 
in the midst, is illustrative of the universal good- 
ness of God, who has broken down the middle 
wallof partition, and of Jew and Gentile made one 
body on the tree! ‘And there shall be no more 
curse; but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him.’ It 
is worthy of notice, that the curse is put in oppo- 
sition and contradistinction to the throne of God, 
&e. To curse, is to reject. ‘To be cursed, therefore, 
is to be rejected. There is no curse, or rejecting 
here. Those who prefer being out of the city, 
making leaky cisterns, are not cursed in the city, for 
they are not there---but out of it ! His servants 
may be considered as serving him, emphatically, for 
they acknowledge no other Master. They bow the 
knee to none of the idels which men erect, nor ac- 
knowledge the divinity of any of their diplomatir 
peppets! Christ is their Prophet, PRIEST, and 

ing; and they neither want, nor will they ac- 
knowledge any other! ‘ And they shall see his face: 
and his name shall be in their foreheads.’ All 
difficulty here will vanish, when it is recollected, 





Sorcheads, is remarkably emphatic 





And we feel more then | 





that this is figurative. To see a man’s face, is to 


‘he declaration,‘ And his name shall be in thei: 
What is his 
name?’ Ans. Saveoun! Can any thing be more 
conspicuous, than in the forehead ? The true be- 
lieverin Christ has this name, and this alone in his 
forehead. Saviour! not pesrrorer! ‘ And 
there shall be no night there.” Consider the figure ; 
in the night itis dark, but in this city, there is no 
night---he, therefore, who is in the dark, is not in 
the city /* Aud they need no candle, neither light of 
the sun, (why?) for the Lord God giveth them 
light” How many are in pursuit of candles and 
suns in our day, not to light them into the city, but 
to enable them to finish Aewing their broken cisterns? 
Do we tell them * the Lord giveth us light.’ We re- 
ceive for answer, Hew your cistern, make it ight, ot 
you will have no light! You must earn it! Thus 
the blind are leaders of the blind, and they both 
fallinto the ditch. ‘ And they shall reign for ever 
andever.” We have no inclination to press this 
hyperbole into our service. We shall reign, and 
believers after us, until God shal! be all in all, for he 
alone has a right to reign in and over all! The lan- 
guage however is figurative. The believer is repre- 
sented as retening, instead of darkness, doubt, and 
fear, reigning over him! And he said unto me, These 
sayings are faithful and true. (Not doubtful, and un- 
certain!) And the Lord God of the holy proph ts 
sent his angel to show unto his servants (What? 
Ans.) the things which must shortly be done.’ 
How long is shortly? Is there an honest man in 
possession of his senses, who would say, that the 
word shortly was figurative of a long term of time? 
We think not. Reader, nearly eighteen hundred 
years have passed, since these words were spoken 
by him who cannot le, nor deceive! * Behold, 1 
come quickly.’ Is the word quickly expressive of a 
long time ? Mark well what follows—‘ Blessed is 
he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 
hook.’ Can that man be said to keep the sayings of 
the propheey of this book, who perverts or denies 
them ? Find the man who perverts the sayings of 
the prophecy of this book, and says, the coming 
here spoken of is the future coming of Christ to 


judge the world by the law of Moses, and damn 


with never-ending wretchedness, all who have not 
rendered perfect obedience unto it, and you will find 
aman who is cursed with cistern hewing, and trem- 
bling with apprehension! There never lived the 
man, Who perverted the sayings of this prophecy, 
in this manner, who could ever lay his hand upon 
his heart, and in honest sincerity, say, Come Lord 
Jesus, come quickly, (now! not 2000 years hence, 
now) and judge me, and damn me ror ever if you 
can find ouglit against me! No! Never! Reader, we 
put the question to you---to your consete nee---Lay 
your hand on your heart, and answer, Is this your 
view of the subject. Have you kepl the sayings of 
the prophecy of this book in that manver, that you 
are blessed? Are you ready, this moment---now--- 
to say, Come---Lord Jesus, come quickly---Let the 
earth rock to her centre---Let the planets over my 
head in wild confusion, rush, planet on planet, world 
on world, and system on system, and the trump of 
God's Archangel burst the concave firmament, and 
rending heavens reveal in flames, thunders and fire, 
an incensed and terrific Judge' Are you ready to 
stand the test of that law. which says, theu shalt 
not covet? To meet that Judge, who will blast your 
soul with torments inconceivable in magnitude, and 
endless in duration, for one violation of its require- 
ments? “ He that offends in one point is guilty of 
ALL!!!” 

*‘ And I John saw these things, and heard. And 
when I had heard, and seen, | fell down to wor hip 
before the feet of the angel which showed me these 
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things. Then saith he untome, See thou do it not; 
for | am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren 1 

prophets, and of them which keep the saying « 
this book. Worship God And he 
Seal not [make it known) the sayings of the pri 
phecy of this book; for the time is at hand 

that is unjust (when ? He that is, in the present tense, 
now, not thousands ot years hence: let him be un 

just still, How long doe 4 the word fifi, me an- It 
does notread, when Tcome, itv the future tense, let 
all that shall, in the future tense, be unjust, continue 
unjust without alteration or end!) and he whieh is 
filthy, let him be filthy still; and he that is right- 
eous let him be righteous still; and he that is holy, 
let him be holy still’ As if he had said---The things 
which thou hast seen aod heard, make known to the 
world---The time for the accomplishment of these 
things, is at hand---I am the Saviour. Iam coming 
in my mediatorial kingdom to all men---things shall 


ie 


ath into me 


remain for the present, as they are---* My reward ts | 
with me, to give every man according as his work , 


shall be. | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first ana the last. Blessed are they that 
do his commandments, that they may have right to 
the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the city.’ The commandment is to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And Pau! says,‘We who 
have believed, do enter into rest.’ They who believe 
‘have a right to the tree of life’ The man who 
believes‘ Christ was delivered for his offences, and 
rose again for his justification,’ knows he has a 
right to Christ; for he is the redeemed of the 
Lord! He enters through the twelve gates, the wit- 
ness and testimony of the tielve apostles into the 
city. When the Jews asked Christ, saying, ‘ What 
shall we do, that we may work the work of God, 
Jesus said unto them, This is the work of God, 
that ye should believe on him whom he hath sent.’ 


If you believe, it is the work of God; not your | 


own---for faith is the gift of God Christ has 
come in hiskingdom. Those who work the work 
of God, or in other words---those who believe, en- 
ter into the city, the New Jerusalem. Those who 
doubtthe ability, or will, of Christ to save them, 
independently of their own merit, are hewing out 
to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, which can 
hold no water! ‘ For without are dogs, &c.’ These 
are figurative of the various sects of unbelievers in 
the Unconditional, and Universal salvation of God : 
And they are without; they have not, neither can 
they ever enter the city in the way they are seeking; 
for they have not ‘ kept the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book.’ 

‘He which testifieth these things, saith, Surely I 
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all, Amen.’ 


a 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


In our last, we noticed a letter published in this 
work, written by J. R. who pretended he had once 
been a Universalist preacher, &c. This letter con- 
tained a quotation from ‘Scott’s Foree of Truth,’ 
as follows---* By experience Lam well acquainted 
with Satan's intention, in employing so many of 
his servants to invent and propagate those pestilent 
errors, whether in speculation or practice, that have 
in all ages corrupted and enervated the pure and 
powerful doctrine of the Gospel; forthey lead te 
forgetfulness of God, and security in sin; and are 
deadly poison to every soul that imbibes them, un- 
Jess a miracle of grace prevent. The same is the 
tendency of all other speculations of reasoning 
men, which set God's attributes at variance with 
each other,’—and wonderful to relate, among other 
things,‘ explain away all the mysteries of the Gos- 

1!’ In this state, Mr. Scott says he once was. And 
¥ R. says, this was his state, &c * 

When J. R. was a Universalist, he was well ac- 
quainted with Satan's intention. How was this 
brought about ? He says, by experience! Reader, 
where shall we find terms to express the Solly and 
wickedness of that man, who, while he was experi- 
encing and knowing the intention of Satan, to 


* JR wasa Deist by bis own confession ; for he ac- 
knowledges be rejected the Saviour. 


[his eyes open 


| pestilent e 
He | they were 


holiness, the veracity of his word, nor the 
| order and subordination of the untrerse.’ 
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advocated his cause, and this, with | 
This was not all—he pro agated 
ors. knowing them to be such! Now we 
have no doubt but he propagated error, for he has 
his former sentiments were; that 

‘which represent the Supreme 
Governor, as so weakly mereiful, that he regards 
neither the demands of his justice, the glory of his 
eacenble 
fie must 
have been a heretic indeed. And even now, his 
impudence is unparalleled, (in attempting to charge 


destroy his soul, 


declared what 


those 


| his heretical errors to the account of those, who 


bear the name of Universalists,) except by the 


| falsehood of the charge. 


That this ‘welf in sheep's clothing? may be 
known, and no longer have a cloak for his sins, we 
shall contrast his pretended Universal faith, with the 

faith othe Gospel of Jesus Christ, which we believe 
and ». vocate. 

A. ° first. Of the‘ Attributes of God.’ We be- 
\lieve Uuey harmonize. His Unbounded goodness 
| prop ted—His Infinite wisdom planned—and His 
| Almighty power executed the salvation of the world ! 
‘ God is Love” And, ‘ God commendeth his love 
toward us,in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for us.’ And we have his own declaration— 
‘Lam God, | change not!’ The Scriptures likewise 
declare, that ‘A friend loveth at all times; and 
that whom * God loveth he chasteneth.’ That he 
* will destroy the wickedness of the wicked ;’ and 
that ‘di nations whom God hath made, shall 
come and worship before him, and glorify his 
name !” 

Of the ‘Mercy of God’ We represent Him 
OmnNtporent in mercy! We declare, that* Beside 
Him there is no Saviour. By grace are ye saved, 
through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the 
gift of God. Not of works, lest any man should 
boast.” 

We believe he ‘regards the demands of his Justice.’ 
His justice requires that all men should love and 
serve him. * Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, mind, soul, and strength; and 
thy neighbour as thyself? We believe the time is 
coming when all shall do this; and in this love and 
obedience, enjoy felicity and happiness ! 

* Of the Glory of his Holiness” We believe 
* Christ of God is made unto us sanctification.” That 
the time is coming, when we who have ‘ borne the 
image of the earthly, we shall alse bear the image 
of the heavenly ; for this corruptible MUST put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immor- 
tality. For* Be it known unto you, that the Head 
of every man is Christ; and the Head of Christ is 
God. We are members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones.’ Therefore, God hath said— 
* Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver ; 
{net with contributions for missionaries.} I have 
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. [See Ro- 
mans viii. 18 to 28.] For mine own sake, will I do 
it: For how should My name be polluted? And I will 
not give My glory unto another.’ 

* Of the veracity of his Word.” He has‘ Sworn by 
himsel!, that in Christ ail the families of the earth 
should be blessed Unto him every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear; Surely shall say, In the 
Lord have I righteousness and strength.’ We l\ike- 
wise believe, that his word is pledged, and ‘ will 
nut return unto him void’—that Christ shall bave 
* the Heathen his inheritance, [even if no missiona- 
rues Were sent among them, and none of our clergy- 
men, with their $500 dollars salaries, bled at the 
heart, instead of the purse, for them,]} and the uller- 
most parts of the earth his possession.’ 

OF the * Peaceable order and subordination of 
the Universe.” We believe Christ shall reign in his 
Mediatorial kingdom, [and he is the only Mediator 
between God and man. Works which at best. 
are but ‘ filthy rags,’ will never mediate,] ‘ until he 
hath subdued all things unto nse We believe 
* The last enemy shall be destroyed; prata !’ That 
* God will wipe away tears from off all faces.’ 

Of‘ Satan’. We believe “ Christ was manifested 
that he might destroy death, and him that had the 
power of death, that is the devil; and deliver them, 





who ail their life time were subject to bondage.’ 
Of the ‘ Mystery of the Gospel’. We believe the 


mystery of the gospel, and God be praised, we wy. 
derstand it too,and of all men,are the ast who would 
explain it away. See, Here it is, ‘Having made known 
unto us the mystery of His will, according to hj: 
good pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself 

that in the dispensation of the fulness of times, H- 
might gather together in one, (reader, mark well the 

words—He, God might gather. Not men. Not mis 

sionaries, and missionary societies ) ALL THINGs ip 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 

earth, even in him.’ And the ‘ veracity of God’. 
word’ has been pledged again, and again; and he 
has declared, ‘ My word is gone forth, and shaij 
not return unto me void —And that Mord inspired 
the apostle Peter, to say of ‘ Christ, whom the 
heaven must receive [retain] until the restitution oy 
all things, which God [not man] hath spoken by 
the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began.’ Universal restitution, or salvation, there- 
fore, is of all doctrines the oldest! And all who do 
not testify, or speak of it, are unholy prophets; and 
are not God’s prophets! Andif the ‘ heaven receives 
Christ, until the restitution of all things,’ then the 
declaration, that when Christ comes, he will damn 
with endless wretchedness a part of mankind, is a 
lie ; and proceeded from the ‘ devil, who is a liar 
from the beginning!’ We, now, triumphantly ask, 
Is our faith, which is founded on the veracity of 
the word of God, and which ‘ God (himself) hath 
spoken by the mouth of al) his holy prophets since 
the world began’—Is this faith a* pestilent error,’ 
and an invention of the devil, and were all God’, 
holy prophets his servants? Answer in the affirms 

tive, at your Penix!!! 





Communication. 





PARABLE OF THE SHEEP anv Goats. 


An Exposition of Matt. xxv. 31 to 46 inclusive ; b 
showing tls connexion and analogy with othe 
parts of the sacred writings, and their applicatio: 
to this parable proved, and established, §c. 


* When the Son of man shall come in his glors 
and all the hely angels with him, then shall he si! 
uponthe throve of his glory’ verse St. This vers 
predicted the Lord’s second coming. These word 
were spoken while he was in the flesh ; and unde 
the dispensation of his first appearance in this world, 
when God was manifest in the flesh. It wasat this 
time, that the mighty power of God was witnessed, 
healing all manner of diseases, &c. All that tim: 
Christ was under the law, (John, vii. 39.) and con 
tinued so, until he burst the bars of death, and tr 
_— over the grave. See Gal. iv. 4. Heb. x 12 
* He appeared once in the end of the world, (or lega! 
dispensation, to put away siniby the sacrifice of him- 
self. Heb. ix. 26. 1 Cor x. 11. At his first appear 
ance, in the flesh, he foretold his second coming in 
the Spirit; declaring that the kingdom of God was 
at hand, when he would appear * upon the throne 
of higglory.’ [Isaiah Ix. 7, af That is, in the cove- 
nant Of grace and mercy to the soul; as prefigured 
in healing the flesh at his first coming. See con 
cerning the second glory, Heb. ix. 27,28. 2 Cor ii 
7 to 11, and 15 to 18. By Christ coming with his 
mighty angels, we understand his appearing in the 
ministry of reconciliation. See 2 Cor. vy. 18 to 21 
Matt. ix. 37, 38. xiii 389. As the word angel proper 
ly signifies messenger, (2 Cor. viii.23.) every true 
and faithful minister of the gospel is signified by 
‘ all his holy angels.’ They are sent to introduce 
their Divine Master tothe world. Paul says he 
was received as an angel of God. And we read of 
the seven angels [in Rev.] that John was eommand- 
ed to write to. * When the Son of man shal! come 
in his glory,’ &c. Quere. Do these words naturally 
imply a scene jn this, or another state of existence’ 
Ans. They literally purport that the exhibition wos 
to be on this side the grave; for Christ was to 
come,: .. [see John xiv. 18, 19,20.) not men to go. 

I will now give farther proof from the Seriptures. 
See Matt. xvi. 27, 28. ‘For the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father, with his angels; 
and then he shall reward every man according to 
his work. [Mark what follows, Verily, I say unto 
you, there be some standing here which shall not 











‘aste of death, ull they see the Son of man coming 
in his kingdom.’ See John xxi. 22. Matt. x. 28. 
These passages prove the truth of my answer to 
the above quere. The parable in Matt. xxv. is a 
continuation of the subject treated of in the xxiv. 
In this chapter our Lord gives his disciples a very 
ublime description of his second coming; and 
connects the destruction of Jerusalem with that 
event. Much figurative language is used by him in 
the description. Such as eagles being gathered 
to the carcass. The sun being darkened, &c. The 
Son of man coming iu the clouds of heaven, &c. 
In the S4th verse, he says, ‘ Verily, I say unto you, 
this generation shall not pass, tillall these things be 
fulfilled.” Mark and Luke have noticed and re- 
corded the same. See Mark xiii. 30. Luke xxi 32. 

I have not leisure to enter upon the subject 
minutely, suffice it to say, the time of the destruc- 
tion of the worldly sanctuary at Jerusalem, was 
the identical period when the Son of man should 
come in his glory. Then he appeared glorious in 
the fulfilment of his prophecies. See Matt. xxiv. 2. 
Luke xix. 41 to 44. * And before him shall be ga- 
thered all nations; and he shall separate them [the 
nations,} one from another, [not angelic nature from 
human nature] as a shepherd divideth his sheep 
from the goats. And he shall set the sheep on the 
right hand, but the goats on the left’ Mark well, | 
reader, that if sheep and men, or nations, on the 
right hand, are convertible terms, then goats and 
nen, on the left hand, must be convertible terms 
ilso; as the division is that of one people from 
nother. And to another, reader, I would observe, 
Be careful that you do not call that an individual 
livision, which our Lord so plainly represé@nts to 
be the dividing of one nation from another nation. 
Observe well, and answer—Quere. What is meant 
»y this division of one nation [people] from ano- 
ther? Ans. Jew and Gentile are brought into view. 
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fulland sure salvation was wrought out in and by 
him for all, both Jews and Gentiles. See Ephes. in. 
15, 16. iii 6,7. Therefore, all are represented as 


next place separated, the Jews from the Gentiles ? 
Ans. This relates, first, to the division of the law 
and Gospel : that is, to these, to whom the law was 
given, in contradistinction to those, to whom the law 
was not given. The former rejected the gospel, and 
sought justification by the deeds of the law ; the 
latter knew not the law given to Israel. Second 
It related to those who were first to come into the 
knowledge of the truth of man’s salvation, in con- 
tradistinction to those who were to be last in that 
knowledge ; for although the Jews were first in the 
knowledge of the law, or first covenant, yet they 
are last in the knowledge of the gospel. See Mark 
x Sl. 

In the 41st verse of the parable, the voice of the 


devil and his angels’ Have we any evidence from 
the scripture of any of the human family being cursed 
of God?’ Ans. He does not say, Depart from me ye 
cursed of my Father; but, * Depart ye cursed.’ The 
Scriptures inform, that some are cursed, and that 
many are under the curse; and the same Srip- 
tures prove, that the God of love never cursed any 
of his creatures. I shall prove this. Paul in his 
Epistle to the Gal. i. 8, 9. says, ‘ But though we, 
or an angel from heaven preach apy other gospel un- 
to you than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed. As we said before, so” say 
I now again ; If any man preach any other gospel 
unto you, than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed.’ Did not the Jews preach another gos- 
pel, than that preached "y the apostles? They 
did. ‘They taught, and stili teach, a Messiah yet 
to come ; and denied Jesus, who had come. They 
are, therefore, cursed children. Hence Peter in his 








The Gentiles [beliétvers] are represented under the 
imilitude ‘of sheep; which signifies, that they are | 
subjects of the gospel call. ‘Come, ye blessed of | 
ny Father, inherit [possess] the kingdom,’ &c. | 
Being on the right hand, signifies favour. Quere. 
Why are they called righteous? Aus. Because they 
vere not transgressors of the law given to Israel, 
is they were never under thatlaw. [See Rom. iv. 
».] Second. Because original sin was cancelled in 
thrist. See Rom. ix. 30.* ‘* The Gentiles which 
ullowed not after righteousness, have attained to 
ighteousness, even the righteousness which is of 
faith.’ Compare this with Gal iii. 8. and you will 
find the Gentiles are distinctly blessed. What 
kingdom is that, which the Gentiles are called into? 
Ans. The kingdom given to Christ; which is the 
kingdom of God’s conquering grace ; but not the 
final kingdom [heaven] of endless felicity. See 
Luke xxii. 29, 30. compared with 1 Cor. xv 24 to 
28. This conquering kingdom of grace, is the same 
which our Lord told the unbelieving Jews should 
be taken from them,and given to a nation (Gentiles) 
bringing forth the fruits thereof. Matt. xxi. 43. 
Luke xvii. 20,21. This kingdom will remain pecu- 
liarly among the Gentiles, until all the Gentiles are 
called in, ‘ and then all Israel shall be saved. Rom. 
xi. 25 to 27. In this kingdom is the life of the gos- 
pel, called everlasting life, because it is constantly 
swallowing up death in victory; and will continue 
so, until the ‘last enemy, death, is destroyed:’ and 
then this (atonion) life of the gospel, itself, will be 
swallowed up of immortality! This is the life 
brought to light by the gospel, when *‘ God shall be 
all in all? See 1 Cor. xiii 9, 10. Ephes. i. 13, 14. 
Quere. What is meant by all nations being 
gathered before the Son of man? Ans. This relates 
to the complete plan of salvation in Christ; asa 





* We must dissent from Mysticus. They are not 
called righteous because they did not violate the law. 
Phis is negative at best. They would in this case, be 
neither righteous. nor unrighteous. Mysticus’ quotation 
from Rom ix 30. tells what their righteousness is. ‘ Even 
the righteousness which is of faith. See Rom. iii + to 
2. ee Se sin (in the common and universal 
acceptation of the term) is not done away in Christ any 


mere than every, and all other sin. ‘ For sin entered in- 
to the world, and death by sin, and so death (How?) 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned! Ye are 





dead; and your life is hid with Christ in God.’ 


2d Epis. ii. 14, 15. speaking of those who have 
hearts of covetousness, aud had forsaken the right 
Way, calls them ‘ cursed children.” This was truly 


| applicable to all who forsook Christ, the true and 


living way, and turned to Judaism, in bondage 
under the law, which worketh wrath; therefore 
under the curse. ‘ For as many as are of the works 
of the daw, are under the curse ; for it is written--- 
Cursed is every one (that is under the law,) that 
continueth not in all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.’ The Jews are of the 
works of the law, and yet do not obey the law ; they 
therefure, are cursed. See John vii 19. I will 
quote one passage more, proving those cursed, 
(rejected,) who reject the Lord Jesus Christ at his 
secondcoming 1 Corxvi. 22. “If any manu love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema, 
Maran---atha.”” Which is, let him be accursed 
(rejected) in the eoming of the Lord Jesus This 
Epistle was written some time before the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem ; the apestle alluded to that event 
and coming of Christ,when judgment would be exe- 
cuted on the rebellious Israelites. See Luke xix. 27. 
Christ does not curse them ; the law, on which they 
trusted, curses them ; and Christ designates them as 
voluntartlyunder and choosing a law,w hichcondemns 
them, in preference to a Saviour, and his gospel, 
which gives life. Christ, therefore, addre-ses them 
by their proper name and character! Their being 
on thelefi havd,denotes their rejection and disgrace 
This the Jews experienced, when their magnificent 
Temple and City were destroyed, their priesthood 
abolished, and their nobles slain. See Luke xix. 27. 
What are we to understand by the‘ fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels? Undoubtedly the 
burning Sinai iu the giving of the law, and brought 
into view ; that as the Israelites were then filled 
with fear, horror, aod dismay, in the giving of the 
law, even so, when tried by that law, in the close 
of the law dispensation, a fiery anguish would seize 
their guilty souls. And the sight of their burn- 
ing city, (Matt. xxii. 7.) and destruction of their 
Temple, the sanctuary of their God, wherein at 
tenement was made once every year by the high 
priest for the sins of the people, this being the literal 
fulfilment of the prophecies of him, whom they had 
‘ected, must have filled their minds with anguish 
inexpressible. They had treasured up wrath 


gathered before him. Quere. Why are they in the | 
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against the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgments of God, by rejecting the coun- 
sel of God against themselves. 

What is meant by the ‘ devil and his angels?’ 
The fire, it appears was prepared for them. I will 
jreadily admit that goat and devil are convertible 
|terms in the parable. So also are angels and goats. 
| But it will not of necessity follow that the devil and 
his angels included all that were represented by the 
| goats, any more, than the High Priest, and chief 
priests, included the whole Jewish Church; they 
were all Jews, but not all priests. Why were the 
‘Jews represented under the similitude of goats? 
| Ans. This is agreeable to the figure discovered in 


| the (goat) ebild Esau ; who was a figure of God's 
first covenant people. 
/whom according to the ancient usage, pertained 


Shepherd to those on the left hand, is, ‘Depart from | Jacob, who was a figure of the (Gentiles) second 
me ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the |covenant people. Heb. xii. 16 to 19. 


Esau was the first born, to 


the inheritance, or patrimony, and the father’s bles- 
sing , but he despised, and sold his birth-right to 


Even so 
Christ, when he came to his own (the nation of the 
Jews,) they despised him, (the blessing,) and deliv- 
ered him to the Gentiles. Now, therefore, the 
children of the kingdom are cast out. Luke xiii. 
26, 29. But Esau, as well as Jacob, was blessed, 
concerning things to come. See Heb xi.20. And 
all Israel shall be blessed at last, when the fulness 
of the Gentiles shall come in. iy tone we shall 
be last, and the last shail be first! See Luke xiii. 
30. 
Why were the officers in the Jewish Chureh, char- 
acterized as the devil and his angels ? Ans. Be- 
cause they were adversaries to Christ and his apos- 
tles. The word adversary and devil being con- 
vertible terms in the New Testament, and signify- 
ing the same thing. See 1 Peter, v. 8. Luke, xxi. 
15. Ithink the High Priest is signified by the 
devil, mentioned in John, viii. 41. 44. Ye ‘lo the 
deeds of your father, &c.  ‘ Ye are of your father 
the devil, and thelusts of your father ye willdo. He 
was amurderer from the beginning, and abode not 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him; 
when he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; 
for he is a liar, and the father of it* See 59 v. my 
reasons are as follow. First, these words were 
spoken to the Jews; and the High Priest was 
considered as the father of the Jewish Church. 
Second. The deeds of the law recommended 
by their father, they chose, rather than to come to 
Christ for life. Third. The lust of their father, 
implies an tnearnate being , (See John viii. 15.) 
and will apply to a man, but not to a spirit. Fourth. 
The High Priest was a murderer from the begin- 
ning of the Messiah’s making his appearance in the 
world, watching his steps with an evil eye, and 
murderous heart, and bent on his destruction.— 
Fifth. He was the father of that lie which taught 
the people that the true Messiah had not yet come. 
sixth. The High Priest wished the continuation 
of the priesthood of Aaron; hence selfishly he 
spake of his own, against Christ, who came to abo- 
lish the priesthood under the law. Therefore the 
High Priest of the daw, was the constant adversary 
to the message of the covenant of grace ; hence 
devil. IT believe it was this same devil, or adver- 
sary, which tempted our Lord in the wilderness.— 
The Jewish Church was at that time spirituelly in 
the wilderness (see Psalm, Ixxii. 9. Ixxiv. 14.) as 
much so, as the children of Israel were formerly 
forty years wandering in the wilderness literally.— 
They were through unbelief, prevented from enter- 
ing the promised land. All this prefigured the 
state the Jews were in when Christ came in the 
flesh They could not enter the gospel dispensa- 
tion because of their unbelief. After the Holy Spi- 
rit descended upon our Lord, he was led away 





* We think Mysticus is clothing the Jewish High Priest, 
with qualifications and powers that did not altogether 
belong to aud was not possessed by him. Quere. Who 
was the father of the lie told to Eve? Peter, (see 2 Epis. 
ii. 4.) wrote his Epistle prior to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem; or the fulfilment of Matt. sxv. 41. Again, if 
there is a distinction made between the generation, on 
whom Christ said all these things deed como, oud the 
priests of the Jewish church, we think ‘hey have no pert 





nor lot in the matter. 
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THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


into the wilderness by the spirit, where he was | thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God’ Luke iv | Priest? Ans. I think itwill, For I remember ou, 
tempted. | conclude he was led by the Spirit of | 9 to 13. * When the devil had ended all his tempta- | Lord called the Scribes and Pharisees, Serpents 
God, to examine the situation of the lust sheep of | tion, he departed from him fora season.” Perhaps | and Vipers. If he called the followers of the High 


the house of Israel. 


At this time he fell in with the | for about one year; or until the time when Christ} Priest Serpents, may not their leader be termed 


adversary, the High Priest, who wishing ‘o know! was brought by an armed force before the High the old Serpent ? 1 acknowledge that the terms 
certainly, whether he was the Christ, or not, said | Priest, when he was again insulted by that old) devil, Satan, and devils, are not always in all cases 


uoto him, * Command that these stunes be made 
bread.’ Wishing for a convincing sign or miracle 
Our Lord, to show that his mission was not of an | 
earthly nature, but spiritual, replied, ‘lt is writ-| 
ten, man shall not lve by bread alone; but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth ol 
God” Matt iv. 3. @ The adversary then took 
him to Jerusalem, into the bosom of his Church, 
that is into the temple; represented by the figure 
of going into an high mountain, Luke iv. 9. Let it 
be remembered, that the house of Israel, God’s an- 
cient covenant people, were called ‘the mountain 
ofthe Lords house ; (Isaiah, i. 2, 3. compared 
With Dan ii 44, 45,) implying that superior rank of 
elevation in point of privilege, which they held 
among the nations of the earth Here it wa tie Jew 
ish thigh Priest, our Lord’s adversary, the maa of sin, 
exalted and opposed hiinself to God; showing him- 
self as God, and sitting in the temple of God. 2 
Thess. 16 3 to 8. In this temple at Jerusalem the 
adversary boasted to our Lord, of his right to give 
dominion to whomsvever he would, over all the 
kingdoms of the world. There he otfered to make 
(or anoiat) Christ king over all, if he would fall 
dewn on tis knees before him; signified by the 
words, ‘ worship me.’ But our Lord replied, * Get 
thee behind me, Satan. For it is written, thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and hina only shalt 
thou serve’ Heb i.6 Asthis command was in 
the law of Moses, given to Israel, the High Priest 
was amenable to it; and it was pre-eminently bind- 
ing on the Priesthood of Aaron Therefore to the 
adversary, the High Priest, it was peculiarly appli- 
cable. Hence the propriety of the rebuke; to him, 
who instead of kneeling to Lmmanuel, God with us, 
had demanded the reverse 

It may be objected, if the tempter in this case 
was a mere man, why was he called Satan? Aus. 
For the same reason our Lord called Peter Satan. 
Matt. xvi. 23. * He turned, and said unto Peter, 
get thee behind me Satan, thou art an offence unto 
me; for thea savourest not tye things that be of 





God, but those that be of men.” Reader, the rea- 
son is here given why Peter was called Satan. It 
was not because he favoured the things of a fallen 
angel in nature, but the things of fallen man. For 
the same reason the tempter was called Satan.* The 
High Priest next attempts to unite civil and eccle- 
siastical goverament. See Joho vi. 15 He offers 
our Lord a seatin the temple at Jerusalem ; repre- 
sented by the figure of his setting him on a pinna- 
cle of the temple; and next, that our Lord should 
submit to the eeu proposal, recorded as follows, 
* Cast thyself down from thence, for it is written, 
He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep 
thee ; eal in their hands they shall bear thee up’ 
[Or exalt thee.) Here the adversary endeavours to 
prove by scripture that the officers in the Jewish 
church had a particular charge over Christ, to bear 
him up; that is, to set him over all kingdoms, and 
to bear rule in the temple at Jerusalem likewise.+ 
But to this argument our Lord replies---* It is said 


* We take the liberty toremark, that Peter was a deril, 
or he was nol a devil if Peter was not adevil, but was 
called Satan because he savoured the things of men, is it 
to be inferred then, that men are devils? Iso, Peter was 
a devil, for Peter was a wan; li Peterthereiore, was not 
a devil, then men are net devils! The High Priest, 
therefore, is not a devil. Christ came in the end of the 
aionos ;—the devil was [ a liar } from the beginning ! 


+ It is our opinion, that the phraseology of the pas- 
sage alluded to, will not admit of this consiruction. We 
think the devil was a poor commeniator. Now tempting 
and deceiving are two things. I would have been gross 
deception for the devil to have palmed himself upon 
Christ as an angel of God ; especially at the moment he 
was exposing his ignorance by a misapplication of the 
Scriptures! The devil tempted or tried Christ, by his 

at offs. Relative to the passage quoted by the 
Sevil, we observe—the language is figurative of the se- 
curity of believers in Christ. And bad not the devil 
introduced the misapplication, we think it would aot uave 





been thus perverted’ At all events, we must have better 


adversary. I think Br. B. must be wrong, if he 
concludes that any thing in Christ was the tempter ; 
call it what he may; will of the flesh, carnal mind, 
or earthly nature. For the tempter left him fora 
season, Whieh supposes a real personality ; we can- 
not suppose the earthly nature was separated frem 
him until his resurrection from the dead. 

I believe that during the time of our Lord’s be- 
ing tempted at Jerusalem the dispute between Mi- 
chael and the devil about the body of Moses was 
carried on; as mentioned in Jude $thverse. By the 
body of Muses, [See John ix. 28. Heb. ix. 19.].1 
understand the law covenant, (see Heb. vii 18, 19.) 
in which Moses was the mediator, see Gal. iii. 19. 
I think the nature of the dispute must be this;--- 
oue party contended for the annulling of the law 
covenant, aad the abolishing of the legal Priesthood, 
and the other, for its continuance. And as Christ 
was then vader the law, he brought ne railing accu- 
sation against his antagonist, but said,‘ The Lord 
rebuke thee Satan’ Because it is written, ‘ Thou 
shalt not speak evil of the Ruler of thy people.’ 
Acts xxiii. 5. The High Priest ruled in the syna- 
gogue of Satan; called so, in Rev. iii. 9. Because 
under the direction of the grand adversary of 
Christ and his gospel. That Christ is meant by 
Michdel, we have an evidence in Dan. xii. 1. * And 
at that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people; and 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was.a nation, even to that same time. 
And at that time thy people shall be delivered, every 
one that shall be found written in the book. (Or en- 
rolled in the gospel service.) Compare this with 
Matt. xxiv. @1,22, 30, 34. and you will see that this 
prophecy refers to the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem ; when Michael, [the Son of man] de- 
livered his followers from the persecutions of the 
Chief Priest. 

This was the closing seene of that war in heaven, 
spoken of in Rev. xii. 8, 9, 10. This war is express- 
ed in sublime and figurative language. 
to the contest between Christianity and Judaism ; 
carried on, on the one part, by Christ, aad his 
apostles, in the language of prophecy, Michael and 
his angels. And on the other, the High Priests, and 
his chief priests ; figuratively called the dragon and 
his anh, signifying the destroyer and his emissa- 
ries, that old Serpent,deceiver, the devil, adversary, 
Satan. He and his angels prevailed not, but were 
east out ofheaven. Which signifies the fall of the 
Jewish Priesthood from the elevated station in 
which they had been placed. The joy of the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb in being delivered from this 
persecution, is represented by loud voices in heaven, 
saying, ‘ Now is come salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of his 
Christ; for the aecuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them day and night before our God.’ 
The High Priest had been constantly officious in 
accusing the apostles, both to the Roman Gover- 
nors, as seditious persons, aud to the Jews, as ep- 
posers Of Moses. He walked about as a roaring 
lien in the wilderness of the Jewish church, seeking 
whom he might devour. Therefore, Peter cautions 
his brethren to give no occasion to the common 
adversary, as follows—-‘ Be sober, be vigilant; be- 
cause your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about seeking whom he may deveur.’ 1 
Peter v. 8. The objector perhaps will say, itis 
presuming too much to. apply the term devil, to a 
mere man. But let it be remembered, that our 
Divine Master called Judas a devil, John vi. 70, 71. 
And wherefore? Was it not because he made a 
covenant with devils, when he covenanted with the 
chief priests to betray his Lord, for thirty pieces 
of silver? But it may be objected---That devil you 
eall Migh Priest, is someti wes called that old Ser- 
pent, &c. in seripture, will this apply to the High 
autberiy than the deri. belore we believe it! He who 
commanded the dead to come forth, and was obeyed, 
wanted the assistance of no angels’ 





And relates }. 





in the New Testament applied to real persons. 
Sometimes the spirit of the world is meant—the 
will of the flesh—evil propensities—diseases, &¢. 
The nature of the subject will generally determine 
this point, so that if we are careful we need not be 
led astray. 
I shall close with a few more remarks on the par- 
able of the sheep and goats. It is obvious that this 
arable has no reference to a future or last day of 
judgment, according to the common understanding 
of the term; but to what may be termed the mid- 
night judgment. See in the same chapter, the para- 
ble of the ten virgins. As midnight is the ideal line 
of division, between two days, in this sense, the 
term is used in this parable, to mark the change from 
one dispensation to another; by the destruction of 
the worldly sanctuary and priesthood, so that the 
dragon and his angels should find no more place ip 
heaven, their temple being destroyed, the High 
Priest and his under priests could no more find 
a place in Jerusalem to perform the rites appertain- 
ing to their office. Matt. xxiv. 1, 2. No temple 
there for ever. Heb. vii. 12. This change in the or- 
der of worship, fulfilled the words of the Lord 
spoken to the woman of Samaria. John iv. 21 to 
24. ‘ Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jerusalem worship the Father, &c. God 
is a Spirit. and they that worship him, must wor- 
ship him in spirit, and in truth.’ Although the sun 
of the legal, or Mosaic dispensation was set, when 
Christ on the cross, said ‘ It is finished,’ yet figura- 
tively, the evening of that day lasted until midnight; 
oriin other words, until the fulfilment of the parabl 
of the sheep and goats. : 

Dear reader, I sincerely pray, that you may receiv: 
this testimony, divested of prejudice, as from a 
sincere friend, and lover of the Lord Jesus. 

MYSTICUS 


WHAT DO YOU THINK ? 


If God intended that the salvation of the souls 
of men should be effected by their obedience in this 
life, will not his plan be accomplished, and men be 
saved? If men are not obedient in this life, is it not 
incontestsble evidence, that God never designed 
they should be saved by this means? What do you 
think of this, reader? Can you seriously say, that 
God’s design will be frustrated by the feeble efforts 
of impotent man? No, you cannot! Omnipotence 
will ya all his pleasure. Whatever may be the 
design of God, it must be accomplished! For Inf 
nue wisdom planned— Unbounded goodness prompt 
ed—and Almighty power willexeeute. Therefore, 
the final issue will be good! Good, far beyond the 
feeble powers of mortals to describe, or even to 
conceive! For‘ God is Lovc, and ‘ Love thinketh 
no ill.’ 

What do you think ? If Ged designed that Christ 
should ‘make peace through the blood of his 
Cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himsel! 
and is in Christ reconciling the world (not a part, 
or the elect only,) unto himself, not imputing thei, 
trespasses unto them,’ will it not be accomplished? 
What do you think’? Could unbounded goodness 
desire less—Cannot Infinite wisdom mature, and 
Almighty power execute this reconciliation ? It ean 
It will! Reader, but one thing is lacking! your as 
sent! your belief! And this shall be given; for 
Jeuovan has ‘sworn by himself; His word has 
gone forth, and shall not return unto him void ; that 
unto him, every knee shall bow, every tongue shal! 
swear; Surely shall say, In the Lord have I right- 
eousness and strength, and all that are incensed 
against him shall be ashamed!’ Reader, what do 

u think ? Will every ton ue sweer to the truth? 

snot the righteeusness of God sufficient? or wil! 
God be defeated, for want of ‘filthy rags, the 
righteousness of the creature? What ‘b you think ? 


Correspondents will be noticed in our next. 





